Writing a news story 

Style

The purpose of a news story about any story is to grab the readers' or listeners' attention about something that has just happened, or is happening now, that is relevant to them. A news story about the environment should comply with the same basic rules of journalism as news stories about any other topic. It should begin with a sentence that both grabs readers’ attention and fulfils as many as possible of the basic information elements known as “the 5 Ws and the H”: who, what, why, where, when and how.

In all cases, good journalism requires good research. This applies not only to exclusives, but also to standard stories. 

Journalists should:

· Keep track of new developments – the Internet is an excellent tool to follow events and updates from reliable sources.

· Consider a variety of sources for stories, including the announcement or publication of research results, reports, policy announcements or official statements on scientific issues.

· Remember that the personalities and views of scientists can also make fascinating “profiles” for feature articles or reports, giving a more personal and human perspective to the process of research.

· Be alert for unexpected story leads. It may be that a casual remark by an environmental investigator during a seminar or discussion could inspire a news story, feature or profile. 

· Build up rapport with scientists, beginning with an introductory visit that is not necessarily to request stories or information but simply to express an interest in reporting on their research in future. Then follow this up with further visits and telephone calls in order to find stories, or recommendations for other contacts.

Preparing for an interview with a scientist

· Do basic background research on the topic before the interview

· Be armed with basic interviewing skills

· Be prepared to make the extra effort to break the ice if a scientist appears shy

· Ask reasonable questions

· Be persistent with questions until information is properly understood

· Be ready to handle requests from scientists to read the copy before publication

· If technical jargon is used, tell the scientist frankly that s/he needs to simplify it, or else the reader will not understand.

Journalists should:

· Produce balanced, unbiased reports.

· Be assertive about finding out background facts and information.

· Be aware of many different ways in which an environmental story could be slanted - for example by considering the economic, political or social implications of a particular statistic, or the ethical implications of a new study or policy announcement.

· Consider the “human interest” angle of any new statistic or trend.

· Verify the claims made by people who say they have experienced environmental hazards.

· Consider what myths and misconceptions may be circulating in the community – how can these be dispelled?

Investigating controversial claims 

Journalists will find the Internet to be a valuable source of information and ideas about environmental research. But they will also, from time to time, encounter promotional material masquerading as sound science, which have little or no scientific foundation.

A responsible journalist needs to maintain a critical eye for any claims:
· Adopt a healthy skepticism about the following terms: “miraculous cure”, “breakthrough”, “foolproof”, “suppressed treatment” and “secret ingredient”.

· Insist on evidence of scientific trials about claims on indigenous medicines.

· Verify any claims with an independent scientific or medical expert.

Tips on content
Accuracy

· Be accurate – simplifying terminology does not mean sacrificing accuracy
· State facts clearly, especially about environment concepts such as the “carbon development mechanism CDM ”.
· Keep background explanatory paragraphs handy, for example CDM projects are….. 
Repeat basic information 

· Do not be afraid to repeat basic information

· Don’t assume readers have a scientific background or already know about the problem

· Use clear, simple sentences

Be clear about technical information

· Do not feel embarrassed to ask doctors and scientists to simplify.

· Always cross check with the scientists that you have understood the information correctly.

The atmosphere, which is the layer of gases surrounding the earth.  Pure and dry air on  average contains  78%  nitrogen;  21%  oxygen;  0.9%  argon  and  race  amount s  of  carbon  dioxide;  hydrogen; helium and ozone; and variable quantities of water vapour;  

The hydrosphere made up of the water bodies on earth - rivers, oceans, lakes. Seventy one percent  (71%) of the earth surface is covered by water;  

The lithosphere, which refers to the outer solid, but thin crust of the earth surrounding the mantle.  It is made up of various types of rocks such as the igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic rocks.  The significance of this layer is in the formation of soil through weathering and rock erosion. 

The biosphere, which is a thin and discontinuous narrow zone where living organisms exit. It is a little above and below the surface of the land and in water and air. It is inhabited by an immense variety of living species including human beings.  

Ecosystems which include all the plan and animal life that inhabit a particular area together with the physical (non-living par ) environment . The living and the non-living parts interact to obtain food and water powered by energy from the sun. 

Role of the environmental journalist  

Explaining the phenomena of the environment to the public.  This should be done in such a way that the audience could relate to their daily lives.  This is particularly pertinent to the scientific fields, which often appear to be alien and complex to the ordinary citizen. 

Updating the public on emerging concepts in the environment: The speedy degradation of the environment   and ways of dealing with environmental issues such as industrial pollution has resulted in various solutions and ways of dealing with environmental management.  Innovations such as the energy saving ‘jiko’ and industrial methods of reducing pollution should be explained to the public in a manner in which they can relate.  Some of the concepts and innovations require detailed explanation and analysis. 

Promoting accountability among environmental specialists: This is particularly important when one considers that public expenditure is allocated to ministries charged with the environment or which deal with the environment.  

Elaborating on the public utility value of environmental issues:  the environmental journalist should analyze the implications of ideas, innovations and trends on the public attitude, behavior and actions.  This will help in justifying the work of environmentalists and to link the different aspects of environmental impact and issues.  For example, conservation of water and energy has an economic value, and industrial pollution has an economic impact in terms of health and by implication human productivity. 

Generating public analysis and debate on aspects of ideas, actions and policies: It is crucial that the public enters into discussion on the implications of environmental policies on socio-cultural and economic aspects.  Such debate brings in the multi-disciplinary component that has been lacking in scientific disciplines and it may help reach solutions of behavior that degrades the environment, because the communities involved will have discussed and thought of the implications of the idea.  

Linking the specialists: This can be done through succinct, well-written and analytical writing in the background of the emerging multidisciplinary approach, which is crucial. A health specialist may decipher health implications of research on the environment upon reading an article on the actions of citizens’ behaviour. A social scientist may also be able to replicate global or national research design in a local setting. Besides, a flow of information between and among specialists on themes that concern them is developed.  

Promoting the understanding of research and its significance to the public: This requires that the public be sensitized to research and lobbying for the use of research findings to advance public good.  The importance of research is not usually obvious to the public or the ordinary citizen and they should be informed of the long- term benefits of research. Such sensitization may borrow from the findings of developed countries such as the US, Britain, and the Scandinavian countries.  

Advancing the flow of information from the public:  This can be achieved by interpreting environmental information using the human-interest approach. As such, by interviewing the public on how they are being affected by specific environmental concepts especially in management and environmental policy. An additional benefit of this flow of information may be the adoption of indigenous knowledge by environmental specialists, which may provide local ways of dealing with environmental concerns. Such interaction will also assist different communities as they learn from the case studies that have worked in other areas. 

Analyzing environmental information in a multidisciplinary context:  This is an approach that is being widely promoted between the various disciplines, based on the need to look at other perspectives in terms of impact. The social and economic impact   in particular is critical and the writer may find it useful to look at environmental hazards, policy, and existing innovations in environmental management in this context for instance.   

Motivating the public through promotion of 'Wise Practices': This is a concept that  has gained popularity and which is being utilized in some environmental  programmes.  The idea of the  'wise practice' is to highlight what has succeeded in some programmes and areas with a view to sharing with others for their adoption with local modification in  the context  of the prevailing socioeconomic and cultural context .  

Encouraging public participation in decision and policy -making:  

Articles about existing policy in environment, and is weaknesses and strengths may motivate the public to express their opinions and even exert pressure on aspects of policy-making which affect them. Residents of areas where industrial pollution is common may be interested in what the policy on pollution is and where the gap exists that allows some companies to pollute the environment with impunity. If the public is informed that certain provisions exist and are not being implemented then their efforts will be channeled in the right direction, rather than in pushing for already existing policy.  The media can also cover policy provisions of other countries particularly those that are developed and which have well advanced environmental national instruments.  

Holding relevant agents accountable: This relates to public understanding of who is accountable for what and their own role in environmental management.  This requires that the environmental journalist understands what environmental realties and conventions exist, their strengths and weaknesses and the process of enforcement of these laws and policies. This would hopefully lead to sound accountability and transparency in the process of policy formulation and implementation.  

Marketing the concept of a positive environmental management culture: While the role of governments and environmental agencies in environmental management is critical, the most important agents are the ordinary citizens. If the ordinary citizen develops the right attitude and takes up the right actions in managing the environment, the cumulative effect of this may be spectacular.

Environment Management 

Need for Environmental Protection

The environment is largely threatened due to the unbridled manner the ecological balance is being devastated by human beings. In fact since the Stockholm Conference on Man and his environment organised by the United Nations in 1972 the awareness of the ecological disaster awaiting humanity over evils of environmental devastation and natural resources mismanagement has remained a recurring decimal.

Major causes of environmental mismanagement:

· Urbanization

· Population growth 

· Poverty 

· Industrialization. 

· General economic growth.

Major effects of environmental mismanagement include:

· Increasing wave of land degradation.

· Loss of biodiversity.

· Pollution.

· Deforestation/ desertification

· Drought

· Floods

· Erosion.

· Waste mismanagement.

· Global warming resulting in climate change. 

Climate Change Session 

The disaster of climate change is intertwined with peace and conflict at many levels, from international environmental negotiations to indigenous communities using local abilities and resources to forge connections for dealing with climate change's impacts.  

· The threat of climatic catastrophe is real, and, though uncertain, quite possibly imminent; 
· The threat cannot be averted by emissions reductions alone – negative emissions systems are needed
· There is a race against time to initiate effective policy to catch up with the threat to climate change;
· The Kyoto Protocol's cap and trade architecture is, in its present form, dysfunctional because its focus on apparently risk-free emissions reductions stifles low cost policy initiatives, thus risking catastrophe; 
· Internationally, the UN reports that rising food prices, driven by fuel prices, climate impacts and speculation, have added 75 million people to the roll call of the hungry in the world, bringing the total to nearly 1 billion. In April, 37 countries were facing a food crisis due to a mix of climate-related, conflict and economic problems. From Haiti to Egypt, India and Burkina Faso, many saw rioting in the streets.

· Adding to all these vulnerabilities is the fact that up to three-quarters of agriculture biodiversity is thought to have been lost over the last century. The most significant driver of this loss, large-scale monocultures, has left us in a situation whereby 75 per cent of the world’s foods grown from only 12 plant types and animal species. 

· Social Justice: As mentioned that recent food prices pushed the number of hungry people to nearly one billion, yet there are over one billion overweight people in the world, too. The one first outnumbered the other in the year 2000 – a remarkably poignant way for the world to begin a new millennium.
WHAT CLIMATE CHANGE MEANS FOR US IN UGANDA.  

· Energy-power crisis.

· Food- shortage, high food prices.
· Breaking heat scorches.

· Droughts and floods.

· Water Supply-limited.
· Urban Development-increased. 
· Urban Air Pollution.

· Water Quality.

· Land Degradation.

· Ecosystem Disruption.

· Waste Disposal.
· Loss of biodiversity/ Monoculture.
· More hungry people.

· Do we have trans-boundary issues pertaining to climate change? 
Other Climate Change Issues 
· Warming of the climate system is unequivocal, as is now evident from observations of increases in global average air and ocean temperatures, widespread melting of snow and ice, and rising global mean sea level.

· At continental, regional, and ocean basin scales, numerous long-term changes in climate have been observed.  These include changes in Arctic temperatures and ice, widespread changes in precipitation amounts, ocean salinity, wind patterns and aspects of extreme weather including droughts, heavy precipitation, heat waves and the intensity of tropical cyclones.

· Some aspects of climate have not been observed to change: Diurnal temperature range, Antarctic sea ice extent, Antarctic atmospheric temperatures, meridional overturning circulation of the global ocean, tornadoes, hail, lightning and dust storms.

· Paleoclimate information supports the interpretation that the warmth of the last half century is unusual in at least the previous 1300 years.  The last time the polar regions were significantly warmer than present for an extended period (about 125,000 years ago), reductions in polar ice volume led to 4 to 6 metres of sea level rise.

   Lessons being sought:

-How much does scientific and technological cooperation on climate change assist different forms of peace and conflict?

-What does Uganda think about Social Justice in Climate Change? 

-How prominent are transboundary issues in terms of climate change?

-With early warning available now for some climate change impacts, such as prediction of floods, does that assist in guarding against climate change catastrophes?

-Will natural resources--such as water, fish, precious metals, and fossil fuels--dominate the peace and conflict implications of climate change or will people, their homes, and their identities receive deserved attention?
Websites with Resources 

http://necjogha.org
www.climatemediapartnership.org 

http://www.asb.cgiar.org
http://www.ifpri.org
www.panos.org
www.iied.org
www.climate-I.org  

www.internews.eu
.




