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1. Concept Statement:

School pupils can be effective collaborators in the dissemination of climate change information in Africa. The Network of Climate Journalists in the Greater Horn of Africa is initiating collaboration between primary school pupils, the media and the science community to enhance the efficient transfer of knowledge from the generators of climate information to the end users in the villages many of whom are the parents of these pupils.

The initiative covers a unique innovative approach that seeks to enable a collaborative tripartite relationship between the Media and the National Meteorological and Hydrological services and the Education primary schools sector in various countries in Africa. The approach is expected to rapidly generate a learning process that will attract a wide range of stakeholders interested in rural development through innovative approaches. This initiative will bring together the young pupils, their teachers and parents to share information in an interesting project that will also offer an opportunity to learn and understand effective communication for development in Africa.

2.  Background:

The Media in the Greater Horn of Africa (GHA) countries formed a Network of Climate Journalists in the Greater Horn of Africa (NECJOGHA) with the aim of enhancing the Communication of Climate Information for the Improvement of livelihoods, poverty reduction and a better performing media for development in the region. NECJOGHA covers Ethiopia, Djibouti, Sudan, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi, Eritrea and Somalia.

Working in close collaboration with the Climate Science Community in the region and international institutions and organizations, NECJOGHA is pushing among other issues, to build capacity among journalists, scientists and interested professionals to effectively disseminate vital climate and weather information to the public. Capacity building is being effected by among other interventions, media training workshops. These have been conducted in various locations and levels since the formation of the network. 

These highly beneficial training sessions have been made possible through support from the IGAD Climate Prediction and Applications Centre (ICPAC)-Nairobi, the World Meteorological Organization-Geneva, the International Research Institute for Climate and Society-Palisades-New York, the US National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration -Office of Global Programs (NOAA-OGP)-USA , the National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHS) in the GHA countries as well as regional and international experts in various line sectors.

In recent years, the region has been hard hit by climate variability at an increasing frequency. The confirmation of Climate Change already taking place by the 4th IPCC assessment report indicates an urgent need for Africa to develop adaptation strategies that can be put in practice. Extreme climate events in the GHA region are now common. Floods, droughts, tsunamis and mudslides are sparked off by these extreme climate events. These have devastating social and economic impacts with loss of life and property. These losses often retard development several years. But these negative effects can be managed to minimize negative impacts.

It is possible through well formulated early warning messages to the general public, communities and governments in the region, for mitigation measures to be implemented. NECJOGHA is more than determined to contribute in all ways to the betterment of the lives of the public in the region through the power of communication. We believe important decisions for the general good can be achieved from an informed position. Individuals, communities and various levels of government

3. Proposal Objective.

To enhance dissemination of climate information generated by the climate science community through a collaborative approach between the Media, the Meteorological Services and the Education sectors in the Greater Horn of Africa. In this pilot phase, NECJOGHA will through a multi  media approach disseminate climate information to school pupils in selected primary schools in Uganda.

NECJOGHA will receive climate information generated by the Meteorological Department and will package the information and disseminate to the schools using a variety of mediums. NECJOGHA will be responsible for identifying and organizing the schools in collaboration with the education system and the NMHS. It will also be responsible for popularizing the innovation through public dissemination support programs targeted at the recipient communities.

The Meteorological Department will in addition set up simple rain gauges that will be managed and maintained by the selected school authorities with the active participation of the pupils in collecting the data and communicating it to the Meteorological Department through a communication system set up by NECJOGHA.

The school children through the intervention of their specially trained teachers will be made to understand and appreciate the information so that they can in turn communicate it to their parents and other community members within their Village Communication and Learning Centre areas.

4. Relevance of Proposal

The dissemination of climate information through pupils especially in the countryside offers a unique opportunity to introduce climate information understanding and appreciation at the grass roots level (particularly for the farming communities), where it is extremely relevant for important decision making at the household and community levels. The information passed from children to parents is a useful building block for future generations to consider climate information as part of their daily lives to be included in their routine planning activities. 

5. Multiplier Effect of Program

For effective impact of this approach, it is proposed that the Network of Climate Journalists coordinates a regional initiative with all the other National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHS) supported by international partners including WMO and regional climate centres, to consider adopting the innovation in their respective countries. Being a knowledge and experience based approach it is expected to be a significant multiplier effect on the capacity building in the region. As a learning initiative there are many beneficial players in this learning process. Journalists, teachers, school children, communities (informal adult learners), climate scientists and social scientists as well as universities communities stand to gain a wealth of knowledge in their respective fields of specialization.   

6. Brief History of Climate Information Dissemination

 Over the last ten years, Climate Outlook Forums have been held in the Greater Horn of Africa and a number of sectors have benefited from timely dissemination of Climate Information especially the seasonal climate forecasts. Challenges to effective dissemination have included lack of sufficient resources to support communication of climate information to the millions of rural based end users who are mainly farmers. School children can be important allies working closely with the media, in the dissemination of climate information. This is against a background of a glaring inadequacy of resources to fund formal communication programs.

Other shortcomings include lack of transmission equipment including basic internet facilitation and lack of sufficiently trained and prepared human resource to effectively carry out the task at hand. It has therefore become evident of the need to have a well prepared and comprehensive program that could run these beneficial programs if the required funding is made available.

7. Linkage to Other Programs.

This practical and innovative program is in agreement with other climate change information application initiatives in the region that are being carried out by various organizations spearheaded by the regional National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHS), the IGAD Climate Prediction and Application Center (ICPAC), the International Research Institute for Climate and Society (IRI), the Climate for Development Program (CLIMDEV) of the African Union, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED) and other international partners. It is hoped that this piloting phase will be incorporated in an overall strategy to rapidly disseminate climate information for societal benefit in the GHA sub region and beyond to the rest of Africa. 

8. Targeted Schools Coverage

The targeted number in the pilot phase is to involve 20 primary schools in selected districts in Uganda who will form a core group of schools from which expansion will be made to the rest of the country and later the sub region. Two schools will be selected from each district in the various agro ecological zones.

9. Project Outputs.
a) Informed public

b) Improved communication

c) Better effective media coverage

d) Wider meteorological coverage

e) Wider climate station network

f) Popularization of climate information

g) Enabling of adaptation to climate change, climate variability and

h) Widening of knowledge base for primary schools 

i) Community appreciation of external information systems

j) Better returns on investment in communication project
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